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S2.1. How do the current cockle fisheries within the KEIFCA District impact you, your business or your 

interests and why do you think it is important? 

CURRENTLY WE UNLOAD THREE OF THE VESSELS WITH FORKLIFTS, AND OFFER BERTHING 
FOR THE TWO OF THEM.  SOME OF THE VESSELS USE US FOR MARINE ENGINEERING.  
HOWEVER THEIR BUSINESS CANNOT SUSTAIN US AND THEREFORE THEIR BUSINESS MAYBE 
5% ON AVERAGE OF OUR TURNOVER.  IF THE CURRENT LICENCES/PERMITS ARE 
INCREASED, THEN NATURALLY THE TRIP ALLOCATION WOULD DECREASE, THEREFORE, I 
DON’T THINK THAT THEY WOULD SPEND AS MUCH MONEY ON MAINTAINING THEIR VESSELS. 

 

S2.2.  What do you think the priorities for the management of the KEIFCA District cockle fisheries should 

be between now and 2054?  

SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT. I THINK KEIFCA HAVE DONE A FANTASTIC 
JOB TO DATE OF MANAGING THIS FISHERY.  IT IS A FISHERY THAT IS HARD TO PREDICT, AND 
WITH THE CURRENT ECONOMIC AND COVID SITUATION, NEEDS TO BE CAREFULLY LOOKED 
AFTER.  WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS, HOWEVER LOCALLY THE INDUSTRY 
EMPLOYS A LOT OF PEOPLE, AND IS FRAGILE. 

 

S2.3. Are there any key objectives or important aims you think should be included in any future 

management criteria of cockles within the KEIFCA District?  

TO ENSURE THAT LARGE COCKLES ARE NOT JUST TARGETED AND GROUNDS WORKED TOO 
HARD.  IF THE GROUND IS FULL AND THE COCKLES ARE SMALLER THAN AVERAGE THEY 
STILL NEED TO BE CAUGHT, AND REMOVED TO ALLOW THE COCKLES TO GROW.ALL 
VESSELS VMS WITHIN THE DISTRICT 

 

S2.4. What do you think could harm the management of the cockle fisheries within the KEIFCA District 

between now and 2054?  

TOO MUCH PRESSURE ON THE GROUND OVER FISHING.  IF LOTS OF OTHER VESSELS ARE 
WORKING THE GROUND AND COCKLES ARE BEING BROKEN, OR LARGE COCKLES 
TARGETED THEN THE BEDS WILL STRUGGLE TO RECOVER.   

 

S2.5. Is there any new technology that you think could be key to unlocking the long-term sustainable value 

of the cockle fisheries and protecting the marine ecosystem?  

I WOULD LIKE TO EXPERIMENT WITH EXTENDING GEAR TO OPEN UP DEEPER AREAS. 
REDESIGN A DREDGE AND BLADE TO REDUCE BREAKAGES BEFORE THE PUMP.  I HAVE 
ALREADY DESIGNED A RIDDLE TO TRY AND REDUCE BREAKAGES.  HOWEVER THIS COSTS 
MONEY AND CANT BE DONE ON A WHIM.  MAYBE PERMIT HOLDERS/LICENCE HOLDERS CAN 
PUT IN MONEY TO TRY AND IMPROVE GEAR ANNUALLY 

 

S2.6. Are there any particular aspects of the current cockle fisheries management measures that you think 

should change?  

I THINK THAT ALL COCKLES SHOULD BE LOADED INTO SAME MEASURED BAGS.  MAYBE 
THESE BAGE SHOULD BE SUPPLIED BY KEIFCA AND SOLD TO THE VESSELS ENSURING THEY 
ARE ALL THE SAME. IT WOULD SAVE A LOT OF TIME IN MEASURING AND MARKING. I THINK 
THAT MAYBE IN LEIGH WHERE THERE IS A LARGE FLEET THEN MAYBE SOMEONE LOCAL CAN 
BE APPOINTED TO SUPERVISE CATCHES REGULARLY, AND RELAY INFORMATION, WITH 
KEIFCA OVERSEEING, GIVING KEIFCA MORE TIME TO VISIT OTHER PORTS. 
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S2.7. Are there any particular aspects of the current cockle fisheries management measures you think are 

important to keep?  

THE PRESENCE OF KEIFCA OFFICERS OR REPRESENTATVICES IS IMPORTANT FOR 
RELAYING INFORMATION, REGARDING CATCH RATES ETC.  THE VESSELS/DRONE PLAY AN 
IMPORTANT PART IN ENFORCEMENT.  THE SUCCESS OF THE CURRENT REGULATING ORDER 
HAS TO BE CONSIDERED, AND THAT IT CURRENTLY WORKS AS IS. TECFO VESSELS HAVING 
VMS IS A MUST. 

 

S2.8. Do you have any other comments you would like to make on the review of current, and development 

of future, cockle fishery management within the KEIFCA District? 

IF THE REGULATING ORDER WAS CHANGED AND MORE PERMITS ISSUED THEN MY 
CONCERNS WOULD BE 1. HOW MANY PERMITS.  2. HOW IS IT DECIDED UPON WHO GETS A 
PERMIT. 3.  THE GROUNDS WONT TAKE FORTY BOATS WORKING ON THEM, THEREFORE 
POENTIALLY RISKING A SUSTAINABLE FISHERY. 4.  ARE WE GOING TO ENSURE THAT THE 
PERMITS/LICENCES ARE WHOLLY UK OWNED, AND CANT BE TRANSFERRED.  ALL VESSELS 
TO HAVE VMS 

  

 

 

  









Page | 12  
 

  





Page | 14  
 

NO TO TECFO, ONLY THE SELLING OF BUSINESSES.    CFFPB HAS BEEN HISTORICALLY HARD 
TO RUN DUE TO THE NUMBER OF VESSELS, AND THE FISHERMANS NATURE, IT SHOULD BE 
LOOKED INTO MAKING A REASONABLE FISHERY, WHICH IS FINANCIALLY VIABLE. 

 

S3A6. Any other comments or thoughts on current management? 

NOT AT PRESENT 
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S3B1. What factors/issues should KEIFCA look to prioritise or maximise in developing new 

regulations? 

HOW MANY BOATS MAY THERE BE. HOW DO YOU DECIDE HOW MANY.  THE CURRENT FLEET 
CANNOT FINANCIALLY FISH ON TOO FEWER TRIPS, THEIR VESSELS ARE NOT MULTI PURPOSE 
SO THEY CANNOT FISH ELSEWHERE ON OTHER SPECIES VERY EASILY. DOES THE FISHERY 
ACCOMMODATE BOATS FROM ALL OVER THE UK.  CAN LEIGH BOATS GO AND FISH IN OTHER 
AREAS LIKE THE WASH ETC. 

 

S3B2. Do you think KEIFCA should develop underpinning objectives or criteria for the management 

of the cockle fisheries in the district to help direct future fisheries management? If you do, what do 

you think they should be?  

I THINK THAT THIS SHOULD BE TALKED ABOUT ONCE A DECISIONS HAS BEEN MADE ABOUT 
THE TECFO. 

 

S3B3. What do you see are the advantages/ disadvantages of a regulating order? 

ADVANAGES ARE IT GUARANTEES THE FISHERY FOR A PERIOD OF TIME ALLOWING OWNERS 
TO INVEST IN SAFE MODERN BOATS AND EQUIPMENT BOTH AT SEA AND IN FACTORIES.  IT 
DOESN’T GUARANTEEE THE QUALITY, QUANTITY OR PRICE, BUT IT DOES GIVE THE 
ENCOURAGEMENT TO INVEST.  THE DISADVANTAGES ARE IT IS VERY HARD FOR KEIFCA TO 
ALTER ANYTHING, CHANGE ANYTHING, ENFORCE ANYTHING.   

 

SCB4. What do you see are the advantages/ disadvantages of a byelaw? 

THE ADVANTAGES ARE MORE POWERS TO KEIFCA, MAYBE STOP THE SALE OF LICENCES TO 
MEGA COMPANIES, MEANING THAT SITUATIONS CAN BE REVEIWED SOONER, RATHER THAN 
IN YEARS TO COME. 

 

S3B5. Do you think that there should be a specific area of the District which is managed separately 

to the rest, as is currently the case with TECFO being sat within the area covered by the CFFPB? 

Yes 

 

S3B6. If yes to C5 then should the specific area which is managed differently to the rest of the 

District be: 

☒ Bigger than it is currently 

☐ Smaller than it is currently 

☐ The same size as it is currently 

☐ Other: 

Please explain your reasons why and provide more detail here: 
THE OUTSIDE AREAS ARE NOT BIG ENOUGH, TO WORK FOR A NUMBER OF VESSELS.  THE 
PRESSURE IS ON TO LOOK AT A PERMIT FISHERY, THIS SHOULD BE IN TWO SECTIONS ONE 
CURRENTLY TECFO AND THE OTHER CFFPB.  THE TECFO SHOULD MAYBE LOOK AT LOSING 
A LITTLE BIT OF GROUND FOR THE SAKE OF THEIR FISHERY. 
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S3B7. If yes to C5 then which of the areas on the chart below do you think should be managed 

separately to the rest of the KEIFCA District? Hatched areas are currently managed under TECFO, 

the unhatched areas are currently managed under CFFPB. (Tick all that apply) 

 

Southend Foreshore 
and Maplin Sands 

North Thames South Thames Outer Thames and 
Channel Coast 

☐ Area 1a  

☒ Area 1 

☒ Area 2  

☒ Area 3  

☒ Area 4  

☒ Area 5 

☒ Area 6 

 

☐ Area 7 

☒ Area 8 

☒ Area 9 

☐ Area 10 

☐ Area 12 

☐ Area 18 

☐ Area 19 

☐ Area 20 

☐ Area 11 

☐ Area 13 

☐ Area 14 

☐ Area 15 

☐ Area 16 

 

☐ Area 17 

 

Please provide rationale as to why you think the selected areas should be managed separately here. If 
you think that specific parts of any individual area should be managed in a certain way, please specify 
below: 
HISTORIC FISHING RIGHTS.  THE SANDS AND THE BURROUGHS HAVE BEEN PRIME AREAS.  
BY GIVING THE OTHER AREAS UP TO THE CFFFB WILL ALLEVIATE PRESSURE ON THE TECFO.  
THE CFFPB NEEDS TO BE PROPERLY SURVEYED AND OPENED UP ALONGSIDE THE TECFO, 
WITH VMS FITTED TO ALL VESSELS. TECFO BOATS SHOULD NOT FISH IN THE CFFPB 

 

S3B8. Do you think there would be any advantage of phasing in new regulations over a number of 

years or in stages? If so, specify how long and explain why. 

NO.  I THINK MAKE THE DECISION MAKE IT A BYELAW THEN IT CAN BE ALTERED AND UNDER 
MORE CONTROL BY KEIFCA. 

 

S3B9. Any other comments or thoughts on regulatory options including types of legislation, spatial 

and temporal variations? 
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S3C1. How do you think permissions to access the fisheries (permits/ licences) should be issued?  

ON PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS, AND WHERE FISHERMAN ARE BASED KEIFCA IS KENT AND 
ESSEX 

 

S3C2. Do you think there should be criteria to decide who should have a permit/licence to fish or do 

you think it should be open to all? 

Yes there should be criteria 

 

S3C3. If you think there should be criteria, what criteria do you think there should be? (Tick all that 

apply) 

☒ Those who have had a permission to fish for cockles in the TECFO  

☒ Those who have had a permit to fish in the CFFPB  

☐ Those who have commercially fished for any species in the Thames 

☐ Those who have commercially fished for any shellfish in the Thames 

☐ Those who have fished for cockles anywhere else 

☐ Other 

 

If ‘other’ please provide details: 
 Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

S3C4. Do you think criteria should be weighted or have scores assigned to them? Please provide 

details 

NO THE TECFO SHOULD STAY AS IS.  SKIPPERS/CREW WHO CURRENTLY FISH THE TECFO 
SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO APPLY FOR A CFFPB PERMIT SHOULD THEY WISH. 

 

S3C5. Do you think a licence/ permit should have to be in a person’s name or could it be in a 

company name?  

Choose an item. 

Please provide the reasons for your answer here: 
I THINK A COMPANY NAME WITH ANY CHANGE OF SHAREHOLDERS, OR DIRECTORS 
APPROVED BY KEIFCA IF POSSIBLE.  THE PERMIT SHOULD BE NON RENEWABLE SO SHOULD 
ANYTHING SINISTER HAPPEN IT CAN BE REVOKED. 

 

S3C6. How many licences/ permits do you think should be issued in the current TECFO area? Why? 

14 AS AI, THE GROUND WONT TAKE EXTRA PRESSURE, NO FAIR WAY OF ISSUING A COUPLE 
OF LICENCES.  YEARS AGO IT ENDED UP IN A BIG COURT CASE. 

 

S3C7. How long do you think a licence/permit should be issued for?  

1 year 

☒ 

3 years 

☐ 

5 years 

☐ 

7 years 

☐ 

10 years 

☐ 

30 years 

☐ 

Other 

☐ 

Please say why here: 
YEARLY FOR CFFPB UNLESS NUMBERS ARE TO BE LIMITED, IT WILL DISCOURAGE EVERYONE 
FROM APPLYING, AND MEAN THAT ANY VESSELS BREAKING THE LAW CAN BE EASILY BANNED 
FROM THE FISHERY.  
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S3C14. Any other comments or thoughts on access to fisheries? 

MY INTERVIEW, WAS A BIT OF A MUDDLE ON REFLECTION, I FEEL LIKE I WAS TALKING CROSS 
PURPOSES.1,  I WOULD LIKE THE FISHERIES TECFO AS IS, WITH PERMITS (14) AND MAYBE 
SOME GROUND GIVEN UP.  2. OUTSIDE AREA PERMITS FISHERY, WHERE VESSELS WITHIN THE 
DISTRICT, CAN APPLY FOR PERMITS.  IF PEOPLE HAVE NOT APPLIED TO FISH OUTSIDE THE 
AREAS BEFORE THEN THEY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED LAST WHEN MAKING A DECISION ON 
NUMBER OF PERMITS.  THEREFORE FISHERMAN THAT DON’T CURRENTLY HAVE SUCTION 
GEAR CAN FIT OUT IF THEIR VESSEL ALLOWS IT. 
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S3D12. Is there anything that could be done to bring in or create more jobs based in KEIFCA 

district? 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

S3D13. What would be the impact on you and your business if the current management systems 

were to be extended for a further 5 years/ 10 years/ 30 years?  

NO IMPACT TO ME.  IT WOULD JUST MEAN THAT I WOULD HAVE A SUCTION DREDGER THAT 
WOULDN’T WORK MUCH.  I WOULD WANT TO INVESTIGATE CLAMS WITH MY CONVEYOR 
DREDGE ETC. 

 

S3D14. What would be the impact on you and your business if there was a yearly permit issued for 

the current TECFO area using similar criteria to the current KEIFCA cockle permit fishery?  

NO IMPACT.   

 

S3D15. Any other comments or thoughts on the economics of the fisheries? 

DON’T LOOK AT THE NOW, IT WASN’T ALWAYS A LUCRATIVE INDUSTRY, AND STOCKS COULD 
DISAPPEAR OVER WINTER, THAT IS A RISK THAT THE FISHERMAN TAKE. 
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S3E1. Do you have any thoughts or comments with the proposed process for reviewing and 

developing new cockle fisheries management in the TECFO area and the wider KEIFCA district? 

NO I THINK THATITS GOOD TO BE AHEAD OF THE GAME AND REVIEWING EARLY. 

 

S3E2. Are there any changes you would make to the provisional review process outlined above? 

NO 

 

S3E3. Does the process provide a mechanism to adequately address the key issues as you see 

them? 

YES 

 

S3E4. How can we best represent your views during the review process?  

JUST WITH THE COMMITTEE, AND TRANSPARENCY.  LET EVEYONE KNOW WHAT YOU ARE 
DOING AND WHY.  IF LETTERS TO KEIFCA ARE MADE AVAIALBLE TO COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
AND SHARED, THEN THIS ISNT RIGHT, AND MAKES A MOCKERY OF KEIFCA AND THEIR 
PROFESSIONALISM.  IF LETTERS OPINIONS ARE SHARED OUTSIDE OF THE COMMITTEE, 
THEN PUBLISH ALL THE LETTERS AND QUESTIONNAIRES, SO THAT IS NON BIASED, AND 
EVERYONE HAS A CHANCE TO READ AND REFLECT ON THE INDUSTRIES OPINIONS. 

 

S3E5. Any other comments or thoughts on the review and development process? 

NO 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. Your responses are invaluable in 
helping us to review the current management of cockle fisheries within the KEIFCA District, and 
in helping us develop new management for the future. 
 



Page | 27  
 

  
 




